
Globalization, that trend toward increased connectivity

among political, economic, cultural, and military affairs

around the world, may be the most overused term of the

new century. Yet the expression seems appropriate in the

context of Europe. This JFQ Forum finds that security 

issues on the continent are not limited by boundaries. We

may not have experienced the end of history, but the end

of geography has arrived. Europe’s concerns are deep,

complex, transnational, and multiregional. The lead arti-

cle by Lord Robertson, NATO Secretary General, argues

that European security is truly a global task and that the

Alliance must look north, south, east, and west with

equal interest and vigilance. Other contributions exam-

ine the implications of this new reality both within

NATO and on the periphery of the region.

Together, these articles surface challenges for U.S. Euro-

pean Command (EUCOM). As the military instrument of

American power for engaging in Europe and Sub-Saharan

Africa, the command is responsible for dealing with the

strategic and operational consequences of globalization

within the context of an expanded Europe. EUCOM must

be a regional command with a global perspective. JFQ
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NATO, Europe,
and Beyond...
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■

The area of responsibility (AOR) of U.S. European Command
(EUCOM) covers more than 13 million square miles and in-
cludes 91 countries from the North Cape of Norway, through
the waters of the Baltic and Mediterranean Seas, most of Eu-
rope, parts of the Middle East, and on to the Cape of Good
Hope in Africa.

EUCOM headquarters is located in Stuttgart, Germany. Its component com-
mands include U.S. Army Europe (USAEUR), headquartered in Heidelberg, Ger-
many, and comprising over 62,000 personnel. Its major tactical command is Sev-
enth Army. The forces of U.S. Naval Forces Europe (USNAVEUR), headquartered in
London, are either forward deployed on twenty ships or stationed at seven bases
in the area. U.S. Marine Forces Europe (MARFOREUR) is headquartered at Norfolk
and includes II Marine Expeditionary Force, composed of 45,000 personnel from
2d Marine Division, 2d Force Service Support Group, and 2d Marine Aircraft Wing.
These units are located at Camp Lejeune, New River, Cherry Point, and Beaufort.
U.S. Air Forces Europe (USAFE) is headquartered at Ramstein air base, Germany.
The command includes 14 installations, six of which are main operating bases sit-
uated across Europe, and 73,000
personnel, including 26,000 active-
duty airmen. U.S. Special Opera-
tions Command Europe (SOCEUR),
also located in Stuttgart, is a subuni-
fied command with responsibility
for exercising operational control
over all assigned or attached in-the-
ater Special Operations Forces. Its
component commands are 1st Bat-
talion, 10th Special Forces, Naval
Special Warfare Unit Two, and 352d

Special Operations Group. JFQ
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See the EUCOM homepage (http://www.eucom.mil)

for details on the area of responsibility, component

commands, theater strategy, et al., or contact:

U.S. European Command
ATTN: Public Affairs Office (ECPA)
Patch Barracks
Box 100, Unit 30400
APO AE 09128

Telephone: (011 49) 711–680–8574/DSN 314–430–8574
Facsimile: (011 49) 711–680–5380/DSN 314–430–5380
E-mail: webmaster@eucom.mil

U.S. European C

NATO exercise, Denmark.
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